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The American juvenile system is the major system where young people who have been convicted of various criminal offences are handled as provided in the constitution. The main purpose of the juvenile justice system are to enhance public safety by keeping away youths involved in crimes and reduce the juvenile delinquency by promoting accountability and individual responsibility. However in pursuing this object, these systems must be done in a just, fair and ones that recognize the individual differences and needs of the youths. There have been calls to reform the juvenile justice system because of the increased challenges being experienced in these institutions (Zhang, Wilson, Katsiyannis, Barrett, Ju, & Wu, 2010). Some of the problems facing the criminal justice system includes; disrupt disorders or in general the mental health disorder, increased cases of substance use disorders, status offenses which includes; running away, truancy, underage liquor violations and curfew violations. These problems, consequences and solutions are discussed below.
Mental health disorder
A huge number of the youths or rather the young adults join the juvenile system every year. Reports have indicated that approximately 3 million youths are enrolled in the juvenile justice system or come into contact with the system.  From this numbers, the youths and young adults of about 70 percent have been diagnosed with mental health problems, besides about 25 percent have been diagnosed to be having critical emotional issues (Herz, Ryan, & Bilchik, 2010). The juvenile justice system reports have also indicated that more than two thirds of the youths in the juvenile justice system have been diagnosed to experience mental health issues, majority of these problems can well and effectively be treated in local community organizations rather than the juvenile justice system. 
Consequences 
The increased in the rate of the youths affected with the mental disorders is as a result of the environment and conditioned they are subjected to, they become highly depressed and in the end start developing mental disorders some of them which are very severe. It is clear that the juvenile justice system do not have appropriate and effective processes to treat most of the disorders because of the prevailing environment and that is why it is recommended that it is better they are treated in the community organizations. Because in the criminal justice system, these disorders are not treated well, they develop further and stronger leading to serious mental problems of the affected youths. 
Solution
To solve the above problem, there is need to come up with a care system that specializes in meeting the mental health and other related needs of the youths that are found to have committed crimes that are prohibited according to the law by making them go through a comprehensive community centered services and support (Zhang, Willson, Katsiyannis, Barrett, Ju, & Wu, 2010). The significance of doing this is to develop an understanding around the various unique problems presented by these population but more important to enable come up with the best decision to address the problems in an organized, collaborative and proper funding that is consistence. 
Status offenses
Status offences are specific youth problems they experience in the juvenile justice system. A good population of the youths find themselves in the wrong arm of the law as a result of committing crimes or rather getting involved in actions that are criminalized for the people aged 18 years and below, but these activities will be consider within the law if done by adults. These are type of offenses called “status offenses”, example of these offenses include; running away, truancy, violations of liquor law for the underage and curfew violations. The percentage of the status offenses in the juvenile justice system have increased over the past decade and approximately 60 percent of the cases petitioned in juvenile court are found guilty for having committed the status offense. A good number of these young people found guilty for committing status offenses are placed in residential facilities (Geary, 2005). It is unfortunate that most of the youths having committed the status offenses have been established to be aware of the laws prohibiting these crimes but go ahead to break the laws, just a few are ignorant. 
Consequences
The status offenses results into the over congestion of the criminal justice system institutions because many youths commit these crimes. The overcrowding of these important facilities leads to straining of the available resources and services. It also leads to increase in the number of youths with mental disorders within the various branches. In fact most studies have established that the juvenile justice systems are overcrowded by the status offenses. 
The solution
Status offences is as a result of poor parenting, deeper personal, family, community or systematic failures. These issues are never addressed at the family or community level or basically they lack necessary capacity to deal or stop it. Specific states and family organizations should implement family based options to court intervention that are competent and effective to enable reduction of family court caseloads, reducing government costs and providing a proper and reliable support to affected youths and families. There is also the need to provide parental lessons that will enlighten the parents on their responsibilities and how to guide through youths facing depression. 
Juvenile indigent defense 
The juvenile defenders have a critical role of protecting the interests of the youth clients of even if the youth has committed crimes of which nature. Some of the youth interests, the juvenile defenders should protect at any time includes; arrest and detention, adjudication, pretrial proceedings, disposition and post-disposition issues. For them to be effective in offering these services, the juvenile defenders need to have extra specific skills such as; understanding of adolescent development and awareness of community focused programs (Nanda, 2011). However, it is unfortunate that most of the public defenders have little knowledge and experience of the above identified skills and some with limited practice experience representing the youths, do not understand the adolescent development, lack the experts in juvenile to educate them or do not know how to present their arguments in children courts. 
Consequences
The use of juvenile defenders without necessary knowledge and skills of understanding adolescents and little practice of representing children in courts is costly to the victims. It leads to the poor presentations of arguments in courts hence leading to sentencing and convictions of the youths in context a situation which could have been different if competent defenders are used.  The case will most like fail when such kind of defense team is used because they don’t have facts and knowledge about children. 

The Solution 
The juvenile defense team is important infighting for the interests of he youths to ensure fairness and justice is realized. And therefore to avoid these challenges, there is need to enhance and facilitate relevant and adequate training of proper juvenile defense. Also governments should put in place regulations guiding juvenile defense to ensure that the youths are represented by competent and knowledgeable legal defense team and represented. 
Overcrowding 
The number of children, youths and young adults who commit crimes and as a result placed in the juvenile justice system have increased drastically over the last decade. This has led to the congestion of the juvenile facilitates in America today. A good number of the youths placed in this facilities have been reported to having committed petty offenses that could be best and effectively be dealt at the community and family based levels rather than taking them to jails (Prescott, 1997). Also the number of youths serving long years in jail have increased proportionately and this have congested this facilities. 
Consequences
The increase in population have congested the juvenile justice system that has strained the available resources. The funds allocated for the juvenile justice system are not adequate to effectively deal with the increasing population. This also poses the risks of disease outbreaks which is a very dangerous affair.


Solution
Construction of more juvenile system facilities across the country to deal with the demands of the populations. The government and other related organizations should equip the community based and family court systems that can deal with petty offences rather than subjecting all the youths that have committed crimes of any nature in courts. 
Youth racial profiling and discrimination
Cases of racial discrimination and profiling are very common in the juvenile justice systems. Racial discrimination starts right at the stage of arrest whereby the chances of black children being arrested are higher as compared to their white counterparts. It is also in the public domain that young black people have been detained without trial for a long period of time (Griel III, & Loeb, 2009). With racial discrimination, fairness and justice is a mirage. 
Consequences 
Racial discrimination leads to an unfair and unjust juvenile criminal justice system situations that in most cases leads to wrong convictions and unnecessary sufferings. It also results to inequality in the juvenile justice system where whites are favored while blacks oppressed. The children who are wrongfully convicted experience deep depressions and mental disorders. Black children are often assigned poor legal defenders that unsuccessfully defends the youths in court.
Solution.
The increasing cases of racial discrimination in the juvenile justice system in the 21st century is such a sad affair and therefore to end this, states and government should come up relevant laws that punish racists. Educate people on the importance of unity and the negative effects of racial discrimination so as to create awareness. 
Conclusion
The American juvenile justice system is very critical in terms of providing safety and correction to the youths found to have been involved in unlawful activities. In this regard therefore there is need to reform the juvenile justice system in line with the problems and recommendations. With the problems and consequences I have identified above, I belief if the solutions I have provided are implemented the problems will have been addressed.
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